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ROCKMELON INDUSTRY 
Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [10.02 am]: 
Western Australian rockmelon growers have seen their sales dramatically reduced following the Listeria outbreak 
on the east coast of Australia. Rockmelon growers in Western Australia supply fresh product from across the state, 
from the Ord in the north through to the state’s south west. The value of WA rockmelon production was 
approximately $23 million in 2017. Almost 10 per cent of WA’s production is exported. Major export countries 
for WA rockmelons include Singapore, the United Arab Emirates, Japan, Hong Kong, Kuwait and Brunei. Exports 
of Australian rockmelon are already taking a hit following the Listeria incident in New South Wales, and growers 
are reporting a drop in domestic sales. 
I want to make absolutely clear to the Council today that consumers can buy rockmelons from across WA and be 
confident that the safety of our product is not in question. The Western Australian Department of Health has 
advised that trace-back procedures implemented by the producer of the affected rockmelons in New South Wales 
have shown that no affected product has been consigned to WA. Other investigations undertaken by the 
Department of Health have also confirmed that none of the affected rockmelons have been consigned to WA from 
NSW. The Listeria outbreak was traced to one producer in NSW, who is no longer trading. The state government 
is working with the federal government to minimise any disruptions to trade and make clear to trading partners 
that our rockmelons are not affected. 
We are also asking Western Australians to support our growers, who have been caught up in this eastern states 
problem. This will be a tough time for our growers, but Western Australians can show their support for local 
industry and local jobs by eating rockmelon, and it is good for you. I will be joining rockmelon growers and 
industry representatives on the steps of Parliament at 1.30 pm today to walk the walk on this, and try some of 
WA’s best rockmelon. I invite other members of this place to join me and get behind WA’s rockmelon industry 
when it needs our support the most. As Belinda Varischetti from Country Hour says, “Eat a rocky, save a cocky.” 
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